
Em e rg e ncy 
Pre p a re d ne ss

THE ANIMAL COMPANION COMPONENT 



Ab out  the  Lou is ia na  SPCA
Founde d  in 1888 – Olde st and  m ost com pre he nsive  anim al we lfare  organiza tion in Louisiana
●Mission: Prom ote , p rote c t, and  advance  the  we ll-be ing  of Louisiana’s com panion anim als
● Prim ary anim al we lfare  p rovide r for Southe ast Louisiana
● Se rving  urban and  rura l com m unitie s, with a  focus on unde rse rve d  popula tions

Curre nt  Se rvice  Are a s
● Orle ans Parish: Only contrac te d  p rovide r of anim al control & re scue  (60+ ye ar partne rship )
● Plaque m ine s Parish: Ope ra ting  she lte r since  2020 through parish contrac t
● Re gional Im pact: Transport, d isaste r re sponse , spay/ ne ute r partne rships & m ore

Curre nt  Prog ra m s & Se rvice s
● Anim al She lte ring
● Foste ring  & Adop tions
● Hum ane  Law Enforce m e nt
● Pe t Food  Pantry
● Com m unity Clinic
● Com m unity Vaccine  Eve nts
● Ve te rinary and  Be haviora l Assistance  Program s



Sa ving  Pe ts
e q ua ls =

Sa ving  Pe op le
• Based on a poll conducted by the Fritz Institute 

in 2006, 44% of people did not evacuate for 
Katrina because they refused to leave their 
pets behind.

• It’s estimated that roughly 259,400 
families owned pets in New Orleans before 
Hurricane Katrina, one can estimate that 
approximately 114,000+ people did not 
evacuate because of their pets. 

The  core  of wha t  we  le a rne d  from  Hurrica ne  Ka trina :



Hurrica ne  Ka t rina  illu s t ra te d  p oin te d ly why 
a nima ls must  ha ve  a  sea t  a t  the  ta b le  in  d isa s te r p la nning .

THE PET EVACUATION BILL 

On June 28, 2006 Governor Kathleen Blanco signed Senate Bill 607 ensuring that animal issues receive a 
prominent place in disaster and emergency planning statewide.  Dubbed the “Pet Evacuation Bill,” Senate 
Bill 607 essentially mandates that local and state governments include companion animal issues in disaster 
planning and emergency preparedness. Parishes are required to take the lead in developing and executing 
the plan and the State is mandated to assist and fill-in the gaps.



TODAY’S 
DISASTER 

LANDSCAPE

Faster Storms, Less Time to Act

● Storms are now forming and intensifying more 
quickly

● This leaves less time to prepare and evacuate

● As a result, agencies work together under the 
City Assisted Sheltering Plan (CASP) to protect 
residents and pets during emergencies

Hurrica ne  Id a  (2021): A Turning  Point

● Ida intensified rapidly with little warning

● The City determined there wasn’t enough time 
to evacuate

● CASP was activated to provide shelter and 
support for those unable to leave



Em e rg e ncy Re sp onse  Protocols
• Esta b lishe d  Me m ora nd um s of Und e rs ta nd ing  (MOUs): 

o We  have  form al ag re e m e nts in p lace  with local, re g ional, and  state  age ncie s to 
e nsure  acce ss to pe rsonne l and  re source s during  e m e rge ncie s.

• Coord ina te d  Mult i-Le ve l Re sp onse  Pla ns : 
o Our re sponse  strate g ie s are  aligne d  at the  local, re g ional, and  state  le ve ls to 

e nsure  e ffic ie nt and  unifie d  ac tion.
• Id e nt ifie d  Ba ckup  She lte r Loca t ions  a nd  Eva cua t ion Pla ns : 

o The re  are  e vacuation p roce dure s, and  de signate d  backup  she lte r site s are  in 
p lace  to m aintain continuity of care .

• Co-Loca te d  Hum a n a nd  Anim a l She lte rs : 
o Em e rge ncy she lte rs are  de signe d  to accom m odate  both pe op le  and  the ir pe ts, 

re ducing  se paration and  stre ss during  e vacuations.
• Com m unity Eng a g e m e nt  a nd  Ed uca t ion: 

o We  active ly e ducate  and  involve  the  pub lic  in p re pare dne ss e fforts , m aking  
the m  ke y partne rs in e m e rge ncy p lanning .



Exe rc ise s  & Drills

If the  d og  a p p roa che s 
ca u t iously, a llow it  to  
sniff your ha nd  or le g , 
which ca n he lp  it  
a sse ss  the  s itua t ion.

This  ca n b e  
inte rp re te d  a s  a  thre a t  
a nd  ca use  the  d og  to  
run a wa y or b e com e  
d e fe nsive . 

• The  Lou is ia na  SPCA re g u la rly p a rtne rs  w ith  a nim a l we lfa re  g roup s  
b oth in  a nd  ou t  of s ta te  to  p la n, t ra in , a nd  im p rove  e m e rg e ncy 
re sp onse  p la ns .
o Ag e nc ie s   such a s  RTA a nd  Louis ia na  SPCA p a rt ic ip a te  in  

p la nning  m e e t ing s  for City Ass is te d  Eva cua t ion Pla n (CAEP) 
a nd  City Ass is te d  She lte ring  Pla n (CASP) with  fe d e ra l, s ta te , 
a nd  loca l g ove rnm e nt , b us ine sse s  a nd  non-p rofit s

• For Re s id e nts  in  ne e d  e va cua t ion a ss is ta nce , our loca l g ove rnm e nt  
is  the re  to  he lp .
o Orle a ns  Pa rish re s id e nts  ca n p re -re g is te r for e va cua t ion 

a ss is ta nce b y vis it ing  nola .g ov/ re a d y.
o Othe r Pa rish re s id e nts  ca n conta c t  the ir loca l office  of 

Hom e la nd  Se curity /  Em e rg e ncy Pre p a re d ne ss for a ss is ta nce .



Louis ia na  SPCA’s  e nt ity LASPCA’s  
3-Ste p  Protocol                      

Ad d re ss ing  Disa s te rs  

Step 1:

In preparation for a storm, animals are transported to partner shelters, 
Plaquemines Parish animals are moved to our Community Clinic, 
facilities are secured, and supplies and equipment are gathered.

Step 2: 

During and immediately after an emergency, we shelter in place, 
assess damage and community needs, and mobilize our team to 
respond.

Step 3:

Recovery begins with reopening and responding to community needs, 
while working to restore normal operations as quickly as possible.

colla b ora te s  w ith  the  City of Ne w 
Orle a ns  in  the  re se a rch, 

im p le m e nta t ion a nd  
e va lua t ion of d isa s te r re sp onse  

p la ns  for p e ts .

Ne w Orle a ns  Hum a ne  & Re scue  



EDUCATING THE PUBLIC IS 
KEY DISASTER PLANNING AND 

PREPARATION

Our m e ssa g e  to  the  p ub lic :

Don’t  wa it  unt il a  hu rrica ne  e nte rs  the  Gu lf,                      
p re p a re  in  a d va nce ! . Know wha t  e m e rg e ncy p la ns  a re  

b e ing  c re a te d  a nd  how you  will e va cua te .

Em e rg e ncy p la nning  for your p e ts  re q u ire s  sup p lie s  
a nd  a d va nce  p re p a ra t ion. 

.

Evacuation Checklist

• Food and water:
o Keep food and water in an airtight, waterproof container 

with up to 3 days' worth.

• Medicine and medical records.
o Keep an extra supply of your pet's medicine 

and immunization records on hand.

• Collar with ID tag, harness or leash.
o Your pet should wear a collar with its rabies tag and 

identification at all times. Include a backup leash, collar 
and ID tag.

• Documents.
o Place copies of your pet’s registration information, 

adoption papers, vaccination documents and medical 
records in a clear plastic bag or waterproof container.

• Crate or other pet carrier.
o Get a portable, secure and covered pet carrier in 

advance. Carrier should be large enough so that your pet 
can completely turn around, and lie down. Mark your 
contact information on the crate/carrier .

• Sanitation.
o Include pet litter, newspapers, towels, plastic trash bags 

and household chlorine bleach. Do not use scented or 
color safe bleaches, or those with added cleaners. Use 16 
drops of regular bleach per gallon of water.



Webs ite: louis ianas pca.org/pet-care/disas ter-
preparednes s

Facebook: facebook.com/thelas pca

Ins tagram: ins tagram.com/las pca

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=channel_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbXVwU3hWU0JVMXl4SnBlOXhtaEpJcnUzQ1ZXUXxBQ3Jtc0ttUE1DYUQ3RmRIejRUaEQ4MGNNNVBUTjdEeDVRSFpfWHlGTDdVLUduRk5wQTEzamNqUWJHNlBEN2I5OU5Ob052SkFfNHA5a1JZVXB3NW4tWGdZblpSMEMwZ1RZSm56aTFDZkJYWGV2aG9Ud0FUdlRpdw&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.louisianaspca.org
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=channel_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbTh3QWNUVVlfWlRNQ0p2cEtRSWlhd19lckdnQXxBQ3Jtc0tsWlJxVzJxZDQ0QUlVWkVNcUxpaU5xcklGRnpYRC1neEZCc2pjak9iWXBwZXVHeVVjQ1NScDNBT0dCVFhaZENxaFU4SFd0czhQcDV4NXNKMVk3WFhXYjVxSGJBOHhrbWgyenZyQmlxc1RzdGR4ME42dw&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fthelaspca
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=channel_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbUkwSTNpT3VmUkRHUi1rZVV4YkJCTzgtZ0VXQXxBQ3Jtc0tuWlVjaGpZWThJbVRVdTc1MzdPQVpwUVFuR2p3LU94QjRpTlBIVzBBVVdLS3dvb2J3SFo0UVhzSDMtZXBoSGhlU2prYzJPNElMem95S0xTNU9rMWFlaWZ1OWJ5VWtIZFpqLUkwT3hVeVRIMHBNT3lfUQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Flaspca%2F
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